
Summer	research	Politics	task	1	

Hopefully	you	were	all	watching	the	2019	general	election	with	interest.		

Over	the	summer	you	need	to	carry	out	some	very	valuable	research	and	create	a	fact	file	that	you	
will	use	throughout	the	year.		

Your	fact	file	on	the	2019	general	election	should	include:	

A. Timing:		
•	Dates	–	when	was	the	election	announced,	when	did	it	take	place,	how	long	was	the	
campaign?		
•	What	is	a	‘snap	election’?		
•	What	is	the	Fixed	Term	Parliament	Act?	When	should	the	next	election	have	taken	place?		
•	How	long	did	it	take	for	the	first	result	to	be	declared	on	election	night?	Which	constituency*	
was	it?	https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-50767723/newcastle-central-first-seat-to-
declare-results		

B. Parties	and	Leaders:		
•	List	the	main	parties	(5	UK	wide	parties	and	the	national	parties	in	Scotland	and	Wales)	
standing	for	election	with	their	respective	leaders	and	party	symbols.		
•	Which	leaders	have	resigned	following	the	election?		

C. The	campaign:		
•	What	were	the	slogans	/	key	phrases	used	by	the	2	main	parties.		
•	What	is	a	manifesto?	What	was	the	key	message	from	each	party?		
•	Did	you	get	any	election	leaflets	through	the	door	–	attach	them	to	your	fact	file,	if	they	have	
not	been	recycled	already!		
•	Google	search	2019	UK	general	election	posters	include	one	from	Labour	and	one	from	the	
Conservatives.	*	Another	thing	you	can	think	about	is	social	media.	This	was	targeted	at	younger	
voters	–	did	you	or	members	of	your	family	receive	anything?	If	so,	what	were	the	main	
messages?		

D. The	Election:	Look	at	https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2019/12/17/how-
britain-voted-2019-general-election	
•	What	was	the	result?	Give	the	percentage	of	the	votes	and	the	number	of	seats	won	by	each	
party.		
•	What	was	the	turnout	%	in	the	election?	Which	age	group	has	the	highest	turnout	and	the	
lowest	turnout?		
•	Which	party	did	most	18-24	year	olds	vote	for?	What	about	the	70+	age	group?		
•	Which	newspapers	are	read	by	more	Conservative	voters	and	which	ones	are	read	by	more	
Labour	voters?		
	
*Constituency	–	a	geographical	area	which	elects	a	member	of	parliament	(MP);	each	area	has	a	
population	of	about	70,000;	there	are	650	constituencies	and	650	MPs		
*Turnout	–	the	percentage	of	people	that	could	vote	(over	18,	registered	to	vote	etc)	who	
actually	voted	in	the	election.		
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How	does	British	Politics	function?		
You	are	going	to	undertake	a	project	to	look	at	the	key	elements	of	British	Political	system.	This	
we	be	essential	in	your	understand	of	the	course	and	will	inform	debate	in	our	first	politics	
lessons	in	September.		
	
This	project	is	also	essential	in	developing	you	as	an	independent	learner,	which	is	vital	for	any	
successful	politics	student.	You	can	use	the	internet,	however	we	don’t	want	information	copied	
and	pasted.	You	are	going	to	create	a	booklet	and	produce	one	A4	page	on	the	following	areas:		
	
1. What	is	Parliament?		

What	is	House	of	Commons	and	House	of	Lords?		
What	are	the	key	differences	between	them?		
Who	are	the	key	individuals	in	House	of	Parliament?	i.e.	the	House	Speaker		
What	is	an	MP?	And	what	do	they	do?	Include	examples	of	MPs	and	their	Constitutions		
	

2. Who	is	in	the	Government	and	the	Cabinet?		
What	is	the	Cabinet?		
Who	are	each	members	of	the	Cabinet	and	their	office?		
Is	the	Cabinet	important?		
	

3. Who	are	the	key	individuals	of	the	opposition?		
Who	are	the	2	main	opposition	parties?	Include	logos		
Who	are	the	leaders	of	these	parties?		
What	were	their	main	policies	from	2019	election?	
	

4. What	is	the	First-Post-the-post	(FPTP)	electoral	system?	
	What	are	the	positives	of	the	system?		
What	are	the	negatives	of	the	system?		
What	other	electoral	systems	are	there?		
	

5. What	are	key	elements	of	3	main	parties	Core	ideologies?		
What	is	Conservatism?	What	are	the	key	elements?		
What	is	Socialism?	What	are	the	key	elements?		
What	is	Liberalism?	What	are	the	key	elements?		
	

6. What	was	the	result	of	the	2019	General	election?		
What	is	a	difference	between	a	majority	government	and	hung	Parliament?		
What	where	the	main	factors	in	determining	the	outcome?	
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The	Conservatives,	under	the	leadership	of	Boris	Johnson,	won	the	general	election	of	2019,	
with	a	majority	of	80	seats.	This	has	meant	the	current	Conservative	government	having	to	
make	some	big	decisions	on	a	number	of	key	issues;	climate	change,	5G	network	providers,	
transport	infrastructure,	Brexit,	‘levelling-up’,	etc.	Some	in	the	Conservative	Party,	and	in	
the	country,	may	not	be	entirely	happy	with	the	Boris	Johnson	government	once	he,	and	his	
ministers,	begin	to	make	key	decisions	on	thorny	issues.		
Your	summer	task	is	to	research	these	individual	issues	and	explain	the	merits	(advantages)	
or	pitfalls	(disadvantages)	of	going	ahead	with	them,	or	delaying	any	decision	(climate	
change).	
	
1Climate	change	/	2Huawei	(5G)	/	3HS2	(High	Speed	train	service)	/	4Brexit	(‘getting	it	
done’)	/	5’Levelling-up’	(supporting	communities	left	behind,	primarily	in	the	North)	
	
For	each	area	I	would	like	you	examine	the	issue,	identify	key	arguments	involved,	and	then	
complete	a	500	to	800	word	summary	on	each.	For	example;	
•	 ‘Levelling-up’……why	do	the	government	believe	they	need	to	do	this?	Which	
communities/areas	are	they	looking	at?	Are	there	monetary	issues	trying	to	undertake	this?	
What	are	the	political	consequences	of	not	doing	so?	
•	 Brexit….what	are	the	advantages	of	completing	Brexit?	Will	there	be	a	cost	to	our	
economy	in	doing	so?	Which	countries	are	we	hoping	to	do	future	trade	deals	with?	Will	
these	deals	outweigh	our	current	EU	arrangement?	
•	 HS2….what	is	the	planned	route?	Why	is	the	PM	in	favour,	yet	his	chief	advisor	
(Dominic	Cummings)	is	dead	set	against	it?	What	are	the	economic	arguments	in	favour	of	
this	rail	link?	
•	 Climate	Change….what	are	the	present	concerns	regarding	the	worlds	environment?	
Which	governments	are	taking	action/setting	targets	to	tackle	climate	change?	Which	are	
refusing	to	engage	(&	why)?	What	are	the	economic	consequences	of	legislation	to	combat	
global	warming?	
•	 Huawei…..which	countries	have	rejected	this	Chinese	company	in	their	development	
of	a	5G	network?	Why	have	the	UK	decided	to	involve	them	in	our	future	5G	network?	Why	
did	some	Conservative	MPs	rebel	(vote	against	the	government)	over	this?				
	
	
	
Please	make	sure….	
	
•	 You’re	not	simply	copying	&	pasting	information	you’ve	found	online	
•	 Try	to	present	your	work	in	the	appropriate	way,	e.g.	in	a	nice	folder,	plastic	wallet,	
or	something	you	consider	worthy	of	the	work	you’ve	put	into	completing	this	task	
•	 Each	page	should	be	numbered,	have	an	appropriate	subtitle	and	a	bibliography	at	
the	back	(listing	your	research	sources)	
	


