
A-Level Business 
 

Y12 Bridging Work 2020 
 

Welcome to A-Level Business. We hope that you enjoy the course and over the next two 
years, you develop a passion for the subject and an awareness of the importance that 
organisations play in today’s world. 
 
The purpose of this work is to provide you with a head start to your studies in September 
but also to explore some of the wider issues affecting businesses and industries. 
 
Each task should be completed in a separate word (or equivalent) document and e-mailed 
to pmcginn@hartonacademy.co.uk . Ensure that the file name contains your full name and 
the task number. For example: smith_john_task1.  
 
You should read the appendix and complete the activities on note taking before 
commencing the bridging work.  
 
We look forward to receiving your work.  
 
Good luck! 
 
The Business & Economics Department  
  



Activity 1 
 
Industry experts  
 
As you’ve opted to study business, you clearly have (or should have) an interest in 
businesses! E.g. what they produce, how they operate, the customers they aim to target 
and serve etc. This first task is your opportunity to explore an industry of your own choice. 
This will prove to be an invaluable resource moving forward as you can apply your newly 
found knowledge to questions and cases throughout the course.   
 
Q) What do you mean by industry? 
 
A) An industry is essentially a collection of firms that are involved in the production of goods 
and services.  
 
For your industry, try to find out the following: 
 

• Size of the market (measured by sales volumes or value  
• The existing competitors and their market shares  

o The main brands of these competitors 
§ E.g. if you choose the car industry and examine VW – they produce 

the VW Golf, Polo etc but also own Skoda, SEAT and Audi to name a 
few. 

• What are they factors affecting change in that market? 
o Social - e.g. increased demand for vegan based foods 
o Political – e.g. tensions between USA and China impacting availability  
o Legal  
o Economic – e.g. changes in inflation (average level of prices), exchange rates 

etc 
o Technological – e.g. 5G introduction in telecommunications  

• What different segments exist in the market to meet customer needs 
o E.g. in the watch industry – there are fitness watches/trackers, watches 

aimed at children, luxury watches, male / female etc 
• Market growth and potential for future growth  
• Pricing strategies used  

o Discounts 
o Peak / off peak  

• How stakeholders are affected by changes in that market 
o Customers 
o Suppliers 
o Employees  
o Managers  
o Owners (Shareholders) 
o Local community  

 
 



 
The following resources will help you: 

•  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business  

 
• https://www.theguardian.com/uk/business  

 
• https://www.pwc.co.uk/industries.html  

 
• https://www2.deloitte.com/uk/en/pages/private-markets/articles/private-markets-

research-and-insights.html  
 

• https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases  
 

• https://www.statista.com  
  



Activity 2 – Investigating markets and enterprise  
 
The $2bn sneaker resale market: How entrepreneurs are cashing in 
 
Watch this video on the sneaker resale market in the USA 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ez2cg-xo1L4  
 
Answer the following questions: 
 

1) Explain why entrepreneurs are able to cash in on the growing demand for sneakers 
in the USA 

 
2) Describe one entrepreneurial characteristic shown in the video  

 
3) “Like the soles on a pair of well-worn trainers, the boom in demand for sneakers will 

fade and therefore the potential for entrepreneurs to make high levels of profits in 
the long run will too.”  
 
To what extent do you agree with this view?   
 

4) Use YouTube to search for own news story or short clip that demonstrates 
entrepreneurship or an interesting business story. Note down the link and 
summarise the story.  

  



Activity 3:  
 
Introduction to the Eduqas A-Level in Business 
 

1) Visit: https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-
resources.html?subject=business1&level=asaLevel and download the A-level 
specification  

This activity will look at section 1 of component 1 of the specification – Enterprise 
 
You need to be able to: 
 

o Explain the meaning of enterprise and SMEs 
o Explain and evaluate the importance of entrepreneurs and SMEs to the UK economy 

 
2) In your own words, explain what is meant by: 

a. Enterprise 
b. SME 

Use the following links to help you: 
 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-16/WJEC-15-
16_06/pdf/eng/business-opportunities/chapter1.pdf  
 

3) Evaluation involves making judgements and weighing up arguments after you have 
explained something. SMEs and entrepreneurs important to the UK economy but 
bigger businesses such Sainsbury’s (retailer) and GlaxoSmithKline (pharmaceutical 
company) as well as the government as a producer itself, are also important. Using 
your own knowledge and research answer the following question: 
 
Evaluate the importance of entrepreneurs and SMEs t the UK economy  
 
You may wish to set your work out in a table – such as this: 
 

Entrepreneurs and SMEs are important 
to the UK economy 

Other factors are also important – such 
as…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The following sources may help you: 



 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac
hment_data/file/266304/bis-13-1320-smes-key-enablers-of-business-success.pdf  
 
https://iwcapital.co.uk/the-importance-of-entrepreneurship-to-the-uk-economy/  
 
https://thoughteconomics.com/the-role-of-smes-in-the-uk-economy/ 
 
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/small-businesses  
 
 

  



Activity 4: Entrepreneur Profile  
 

This work should be brought with you to your first business lesson of the year. 
 

You need to research an entrepreneur of your own choosing.  
 

Let your creativity run free and produce a poster profiling this entrepreneur.  
This can be presented in any way that you want, but the more creative, the better!  
 
We’d like to use these are part of our displays in the new year.  

 
You should include key facts relating to their business(es), personal background, 
entrepreneurial skills and qualities.  

 

 
 
 

  



Appendix 
 
Key words:  
 
Specification = the programme of study that you are following. Each subject follows a 
specification. There are 4 main examination boards in the UK that write specifications based 
on OFQUAL subject requirements. 
 
OFQUAL – the qualifications regulator. They lay out what subject content must be included 
in a specification. 
 
Exam board = the body that issues qualifications. In the UK, these are: AQA, Pearson 
Edexcel, OCR & Eduqas.  
 
Note taking: 
 
Taking notes is a crucial part of A-Level study. One difference that you will notice, between 
y11 and y12 is the depth of subject content that is included in the specifications. Your 
teachers will spend time creating discussion opportunities in lessons. You must therefore be 
able to take notes as key points are raised and considered. You will also be provided with 
access to course texts and be expected to take notes from these. Some students mistake 
this for copying verbatim. This is not the intention. Part of the skill of the note taker (i.e. 
you!) is to be able to condense this so you can process and ultimately retrieve the 
information.  
 
Before completing your summer task, we suggest that you visit one of the following 
websites and read the note taking material that is available:  
 
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studyingeffectively/reading/notetaking/index.aspx  
 
http://lsc.cornell.edu/study-skills/cornell-note-taking-system/  
 
Note taking – University of Bradford  
 
Summarise the note taking methods you think are appropriate that you will use: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


