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Introduction 

The Illuminare Academy Trust’s board of trustees is accountable in law for all decisions about its 
schools.  Many decisions will be delegated, including to the CEO, board committees and local 
governing bodies.  The decision to delegate a function is made by the full board of trustees and 
must be recorded.  
 
The purpose of the scheme of delegation 
 
The scheme of delegation (SoD) defines which functions have been delegated and to whom; 
ensuring members, trustees, committees (including each local governing body), the CEO and 
executive leadership team are clear about who has responsibility for making which decisions in the 
trust. 
 
 

 
Delegation to local governing bodies 

 
The Illuminare Academy Trust 

 
 

Governance structure and lines of accountability 
 

The board of trustees of a multi academy trust delegate responsibility for delivery of the vision and 
strategy to the lead professional of the MAT, who is increasingly being termed a chief executive 
officer (CEO). The MAT board will hold the CEO to account for the performance of the trust, 
including the performance of the academies within the trust.  The CEO in turn holds other senior 
executives to account by line managing them. The senior executive structure will vary from one 
MAT to another but it is important that any scheme showing what is delegated by the board includes 
delegation to the executive as well as to the committees of the board of trustees. While the board 
cannot ever delegate its accountability, it can and must delegate some of the detailed scrutiny, 
oversight and decision making.   The size of the MAT will determine if any decision-making 
functions are delegated to cluster or local governing bodies. 

In this scheme of delegation (SoD) the trust board delegates responsibility for the performance of 
the trust, including the performance of the academies within the trust, to the chief executive officer 
(CEO). However, some responsibilities concerning the performance of each academy are delegated 
to a local governing body (LGB).  These responsibilities may include monitoring whether the school 
is working within the agreed policies, whether standards are being met, and if the money is being 
well spent.  The LGB will use its detailed knowledge and engagement with stakeholders to ensure 
that their school is being well served by the executive leadership, and as a board committee has 
direct access to the board if there are concerns.    

This means that as the CEO is accountable to the board for the performance of the trust as a whole, 
the CEO will report to the board on the performance of the trust including on the performance of the 
trust’s schools, although this may be supplemented by monitoring reports from the LGBs.   

The CEO is performance managed by the trust board.  The CEO performance manages the 
school/academy head teachers with input from the LGB chair.   
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Roles and Responsibilities 
 

The role of the members 
 
The members of the trust have a different status to trustees. Originally, they will have been the 
signatories to the memorandum of association and will have agreed the trust’s first articles of 
association (the DfE approved document which outlines the governance structure and how the trust 
will operate).  The articles of association also describe how members are recruited and replaced, 
and how many of the trustees the members can appoint to the trust board.  The members appoint 
trustees to ensure that the trust’s charitable object is carried out and so must be able to remove 
trustees if they fail to fulfil this responsibility.  Accordingly, the trust board submits an annual report 
on the performance of the trust to the members.  Members are also responsible for approving any 
amendments made to the trust’s articles of association.   
 
While members are permitted to be appointed as trustees, in order to retain a degree of separation 
of powers between the members and the trust board, and in line with DfE expectations, not all 
members should be trustees.  The DfE has amended the model articles to state that members are 
not permitted to be employees of the academy trust.  
  
The role of the trustees 
 
The trustees are the charity trustees (within the terms of section 177(1) of the Charities Act 2011) 
and are responsible for the general control and management of the administration of the t rust in 
accordance with the provisions set out in the memorandum and articles of association.  The board 
of trustees is the accountable body for the performance of all schools within the trust and as such 
must:  
  

1. Ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction 
2. Hold the executive to account for the educational performance of the schools and their 
pupils, and the performance management of staff 
3. Oversee the financial performance of the trust and make sure its money is well spent 

 
Because trustees are bound by both charity and company law, the terms ‘trustees’ and ‘directors’ 
are often used interchangeably.  We use the term trustee as it avoids the possible confusion caused 
when executive leaders are called directors but are not company directors and trustees. 

 
The trust board is permitted to exercise all the powers of the academy trust.  The trust board will 
delegate to the chief executive responsibility for the day to day operations of the trust. The trustees 
can determine whether to delegate any governance functions. 
 
The trust has the right to review and adapt its governance structure at any time which includes 
removing delegation. 
 
The role of committees 
 
The trustees may establish committees either with delegated authority to make decisions or for the 
purpose of providing advice and support, informing the overall work of the trust board. However, 
these committees are not legally responsible or accountable for statutory functions – the trust board 
retains overall accountability and responsibility. The responsibilities of board committees are set out 
in their terms of reference; the responsibilities for cluster or school governing committees are set 
out in the scheme of delegation.  The trust board may appoint committee members and committee 
chairs.  
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The role of the local governing body (LGB)   
 
The trust board will establish LGB’s, appoint the chair, ensure two parents are elected and will 
determine what will be delegated.  Typically, responsibilities may include: 

§ Building an understanding of how the school is led and managed  
§ Monitoring whether the school is: 

- Working within agreed policies 
- Is meeting the agreed targets 
- Managing its finances well  

§ Engaging with stakeholders 
§ Reporting to the board  

 
As a committee of the board, delegation can be removed at any time.   

 
The role of the chief executive officer (CEO)  

 
The CEO has the delegated responsibility for the operation of the trust including the performance of 
the trust’s academies and so the CEO performance manages the academy principals/head 
teachers.  As there is delegation to a local governing body (LGB) this is usually with the LGB chair 
alongside.      

 
The CEO is the accounting officer so has overall responsibility for the operation of the academy 
trust’s financial responsibilities and must ensure that the organisation is run with financial 
effectiveness and stability; avoiding waste and securing value for money. 
    
The CEO leads the executive management team of the academy trust. The CEO will delegate 
executive management functions to the executive management team and is accountable to the trust 
board for the performance of the executive management team.  
 
The role of the school/academy head teacher 
 
The school/academy head teacher is responsible for the day to day management of the 
school/academy and is managed by the chief executive but reports to the LGB on matters which 
have been delegated to the LGB.   
 

Terms of Office 
• members will serve 4 years 
• trustees will serve 4 years 
• local governors will serve 4 years 

 
The number of local governors at each school / academy will be agreed by the trust board but will 
not exceed 11.  The chair of the LGB will be appointed by the trust board. 
 
Conflicts of Interest 
 
A conflict of interests’ register is in place to ensure no conflict of interests between members, 
trustees and local governors. The clerk is responsible for setting up and maintaining the register 
and publishing on the Trust website. The first item on each Trust agenda will always be to ask for 
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any conflict of interests relating to the maters to be discussed at the meeting. The person 
concerned would then be asked to leave the meeting while that item is discussed.  

Governance Self Evaluation 

The trust will commission an external review of governance within the first two years of each 
school being open and annually after that. Local governors will carry out an annual skills audit as 
part of their self-evaluation, and incorporate their own development objectives into the school 
development plan. The aim of the self- evaluation process is to identify how local governor skills, 
expertise and experience are having a positive impact on the development of the school and 
holding it to account for its performance. The outcomes of the annual governor self-evaluation will 
be reported to the trust in July each year.  


