
English Language Summer Task 

It’s marvellous that you’ve decided to study English Language at Harton 6th Form and we’re all looking forward 
to meeting you. You’ll have the chance to think about why we no longer have words like snollygoster to 
describe a dishonest politician (although I’m sure you could have a guess) and how children go from mewling 
and puking to studying English Language at A-Level. 

Before you get here, it’s important to get the basics right. These summer tasks are designed to take you about 
2 hours but feel free to spend longer if you wish. 

The tasks increase in difficulty and some are either marked C (compulsory) or E (Extension). Once you’ve 
completed the compulsory ones, you can stop. But we hope you won’t. The more you do in preparation, the 
easier September will be. 

English Language GCE A-Level Preparation Tasks 
Task Type Task Helpful hints Done? 
C: Word 
Classes 

There are 8 classes of words in the English Language. Using 
the internet, write out definitions of them in your own words 
and annotate examples in a text of your choice. 

Choose a text you read anyway for 
the annotation task and do the 
annotations by hand. 

 

E: Word 
Classes 

Investigate different types of nouns and verbs and write-up 
your findings in under 100 words. 

Focus on the noun/verb meanings 
rather than the jobs they do in 
sentences. 

 

C: 
Sentence 
types 

Find out the definition of simple, compound and complex 
sentences. Write up the definitions in your own words. 

This one is fairly straight forward. 
No tips from us needed. 

 

E: 
Sentence 
Types 

Try writing a paragraph about your summer using only one 
type of sentence structure. 

Simple is the easiest starting point 
but challenge yourself to try 
complex too. 

 

C: 
Sentence 
Functions 

Find out what the four different sentence functions are and 
write definitions in your own words. Annotate a text of your 
choice identifying the different sentence functions. 

These are sometimes called 
sentence moods. 
Consider using a copy of the text 
you used for the word class task. 

 

C: 
Topical 
Writing 

Find an opinion piece you disagree with and print it out. 
Write a response in a similar style that explains why you 
disagree. This should be 250 words long. 

Try anything written in The Daily 
Mail 

 

E: Reading Try reading A Little Book of Language by David Crystal or try 
Mother Tongue by Bill Bryson. Or try both! 

This would be a great chance to 
join a good-sized library.  

 

C: 
Planning 

Buy a lever arch file, some file paper and some file dividers. 
Divide you file into the following sections. 

• Course Info and Summer tasks 
• Exploring Language 
• Language under the microscope 
• Topical Issues 
• Comparing and Contrasting  
• Linguistic Variation 
• Child Language Acquisition 
• Language in the Media 
• Language Change 

  

 

 

The above task needs to be completed and handed in as part of the enrolment process. 
Please ensure your name is clearly visible on the work.  


