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EXECUTIVE HEAD 
TEACHER’S LETTER
March 2018

Dear Parents and student,

Decisions made by year 9 students about which subjects to study in years 
10 and 11 can be crucial, affecting future 6th form opportunities and career 
choices.  Accurate information is essential and in this booklet we aim to 
provide you with some of that information.  Students should also feel free to 
approach any teacher for more details.
 

Our Year 9 students face many new challenges in the years ahead.  New 
GCSEs, graded 9 to 1 in the majority of their subjects, have replaced the 
long-standing A*-G grades.

To reflect national changes, our Key Stage 4 curriculum has been the subject 
of much review and will continue to give all students access to a broad and 
balanced education. All of our students follow the same core curriculum 
of English Language and Literature, Mathematics, Combined Science (dual 
award), Social and Cultural Studies and PE. Each of our Key Stage 4 pathways 
is designed to give access to at least one English Baccalaureate subject.  In 
addition, many students will be given the opportunity to benefit from a 
range of rigorous Level 2 qualifications which meet the requirements of the 
Progress 8 Technical Award.  Technical Awards are broad, high quality level 
1 and level 2 qualifications that equip students with applied knowledge and 
associated practical skills not usually acquired through the GCSE route.

We are confident that the curriculum we offer will enable your child to excel.  
We look forward to discussing Key Stage 4 options with you during the next 
few weeks.

Yours faithfully

Executive Head Teacher 
Sir Ken Gibson BA(Hons), MEd, HonDEd, NLE
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Subject Leaders and Co-ordinators
Art & GCSE Photography 
Miss A. Brunniche

Mathematics and Statistics 
Ms S. R. Grainger

Business Studies 
Mr P. McGinn

Modern Foreign Languages 
Mrs L. G. White

English & Literature 
Mrs D. Dawson

Music 
Mr D. Dunston

Equal Opportunities 
Mr K. Haswell

Physical Education 
Mr P. Byrne

Geography 
Mr G. Moad

PSHE / RE / Citizenship 
Mrs K. Gillespie

History 
Mrs C. M. Neal

Science 
Miss K. Walker

Computer Science and IT 
Mrs R. Oxberry

Technology 
Mrs L. Venables

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
Executive Head Teacher 
Sir Ken Gibson

Head of School 
Mr D.  Amos

Deputy Head Teachers 
Mr C. Chesborough, Mr P. Owens

Assistant Head Teachers 
Mr R. Burroughs, Mr G. Varley, Mr J. Peel

The Core Curriculum 
English 
All students will study GCSE English and GCSE English literature.

Mathematics 
All students will study GCSE mathematics.

Science 
All students will study biology, chemistry and physics leading to either a separate award in each area or a dual 
award science qualification.

Religious Studies - PSHE - Citizenship 
These areas will be delivered in a course called social and cultural studies, leading to GCSE RE.

Physical Education 
All students study core PE. (GCSE/Level 2 PE is available as an option.) There are many after-school 
opportunities.
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WHAT ARE THE MAIN QUALIFICATIONS AT 
KS4?
GCSE is the familiar standard qualification.

Applied Learning Qualifications . BTEC qualifications . Cambridge Nationals . V Cert qualifications

All qualifications offered at Key Stage 4 meet the Department for Education measures for GCSE equivalency, 
each vocational qualification is equivalent to one GCSE and will enable progression to Level 3 qualifications.

THE GENERAL 
CERTIFICATE OF 
SECONDARY 
EDUCATION
GCSE stands for General Certificate of Secondary 
Education. They are highly valued by schools, colleges 
and employers. The qualification mainly involves 
studying the theory of a subject, combined with some 
investigative work, while some subjects also involve 
practical work.

New GCSE grading in all subjects will be used for all 
GCSE courses started in September 2018. 

The main features of the new GCSEs are:

1. A new grading scale of 9 to 1 will be used, 

with 9 being the top grade. This will allow 
greater differentiation between students and 
will help distinguish the new GCSEs from 
previous versions.

2. Assessment will be mainly by exam, with 
other types of assessment used only where 
they are needed to test essential skills.

3. There will be new, more demanding content, 
which has been developed by government and 
the exam boards.

4. Courses will be designed for two years of 
study and students will take all their exams in 
one period at the end of their course.

5. Exams can only be split into ‘foundation tier’ 
and ‘higher tier’ if one exam paper does not 
give all students the opportunity to show 
their knowledge and abilities.

APPLIED 
COURSES 
BTEC qualifications, V Certs and 
Cambridge Nationals qualifications 
are work-related qualifications that 
are available in a wide range of 
subjects. Many have been designed 
in collaboration with industry, so 
they can equip you with the skills 
and knowledge that employers 
are looking for. The qualifications 
offer a mix of theory and practice 
and can also include an element of 
work experience. 

Each of the Applied courses 
offered at Harton Academy leads 
to the equivalent of one GCSE 
grade.

Students embarking on these 
qualifications must be prepared to:

 . be consistently motivated, 
and committed to the 
chosen subject . demonstrate a proficiency in 
literacy and numeracy . be able to work 
independently

Applied qualifications are offered 
at Harton in the following subject 
areas:  . Business Studies . Child Development . Engineering . Health & Social Care . IT . Leisure and Tourism
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THE ENGLISH 
BACCALAUREATE 
The English Baccalaureate is a recent performance measure 
gained by achieving GCSE passes at Grade 4 and above in English, 
mathematics, two sciences, a modern foreign language and either 
history or geography.

MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES
Many students will study one modern foreign language.

HUMANITIES
Students will have the option of studying history or geography; they 
are able to opt for a second humanity if they wish.

THE OPTIONS
Students are able to opt for additional subjects from a range of GCSE and 
Vocational subjects, further details of which can be found later in this brochure.

WHO CAN HELP YOU CHOOSE?
Help is available in a variety of ways.  We hope that the work you have already 
done in school, and the information in this booklet, will be useful. In addition, 
several people are able and willing to advise: . Parents, carers and other relatives . Subject teachers, who know your strengths and weaknesses in their 

subjects . Your form tutor and Head of Year, who have an overall picture of your 
progress . Mr Joyce, Student Progression Manager / Mr Williams, Director of Applied 
and Community Learning, can provide specialist information . Any teacher who may know you well, and will be able to discuss your 
choices

It is not easy to make decisions about your future. This is why help is available, 
and important. Nobody should feel that they have to “get on with it” by 
themselves.

Your options form will tell you which pathway 
you have been assigned to.
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COURSE DETAILS
The next pages contain some details about each of 
the courses we offer. You will find they are ordered 
alphabetically as follows.

GCSE OR 
EQUIVALENT 
QUALIFICATIONS

 . Art & GCSE Photography . Business Studies  . Computer Science . Technology subjects  . Engineering . English Language & English Literature . Geography . Health & Social Care . History . iMedia . IT . Mathematics . Media Studies . Modern Foreign Languages: French, Spanish . Music . Physical Education . Religious Studies . Science

In addition, all students have lessons in PSHE, 
RE, Citizenship (as a package called “Social and 
Cultural Studies”) and PE.

All students spend some time on work 
experience.

Art
GCSE Fine Art is an exciting, practical, two-year 
course made up of two units. 
Students will create their own Art Portfolio, Unit 
1, showing personal responses to a starting point, 
brief, scenario or stimulus. 
Students will develop skills they have been building 
throughout their art lessons in years 7 - 9.
They will be given opportunities to use the 
materials and techniques they are familiar with 
(acrylics, tempera, watercolours, pencils, charcoal, 
oil and chalk pastels, charcoal, drawing inks, etc.), 
plus discover new ones! They will also look at the 
work of artists, visit galleries and put on their own 
exhibition.
The portfolio is worth 60% of the qualification. 
The second unit is a set task and starts in the 
January of their second year.
This is the final exam and is 40% of the 
qualification.
Students select one question from the paper 
and independently produce their own personal 
response.  This will consist of a portfolio of art 
work and a 10 hour exam.

Compulsory aspects of the course:
Students will be expected to independently 
participate in a minimum of two hours of 
homework every week, to improve their skills and 
build up their portfolio. They will also be expected 
to produce written work and use ICT.
Painting: Students will explore the use of 
tone, colour, composition, materials and context. 
They will show this through the use of various 
processes and media, such as inks, paints etc (see 
list above).
Drawing: Students will work from direct 
observation, exploring drawing using line and tone. 
They will be encouraged to use a wide variety of 
drawing materials and surfaces. In addition, they 
will be able to work from secondary images.
Art Appreciation: Students will develop their 
own ideas through investigating traditional and 
contemporary art works/art styles. They will 
also have the opportunity to look at work from 
different cultures.
Additional aspects: Print-making, Sculpture, 
Lens-based imagery, other forms of two-
dimensional or three-dimensional imagery (for 
example, collage, assemblage, mixed media, 
recycled materials, new technologies.) 
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GCSE Photography
In this two-year GCSE, students will be introduced to a 
variety of experiences exploring a range of lens-based 
and light-based media, techniques and processes. This will 
include both traditional and new technologies. Adobe 
Photoshop is a big part of this curriculum.
Students must enjoy participating in creative practical 
work, both in lessons and outside school in their own 
time. This will be based upon project briefs. 
Students must have either a camera, or a mobile phone 
with a built in camera, for the duration of this course, 
enabling them to take photographs at home and in their 
local area. 

Areas of study will include:
Portraiture - they will be expected to take 
photographs of their friends, family and themselves.
Landscape - take their camera on days out to the 
beach, the park, family holidays, etc.
Still life - set up objects in their home and photograph 
them using techniques they have explored in class.
Documentary - they will document things like the 
seasons changing, a flower changing from a bud to decay.
Experimental imagery - have some fun and be 
creative in unique ways - reflections, close-ups, textures, 
use of filters, etc.

Skills needed:
Students will have to be able to follow guidelines in a 
project brief, while coming up with their own creative 
interpretations and ideas. They will start with a brief 
called ‘Formal Elements’. They must be able to stick to 
deadlines. They will complete three projects over two 
years.
They will be expected to independently participate in 
2-3 hours of homework every week, to build up their 
portfolio. This homework will be a combination of 
visiting places with their camera, taking photographs and 
evaluating (annotation) images.

What will they learn and what will they have 
to do:
Students will learn about the orthodox use of the 
camera, video, use of photocopier, digital reproduction 
and replication, use of printers, digital software and 
animation.
A portfolio of work could take the form of a sketchbook 
or presentation boards. Each project will include 
research into different artists /photographers and their 
own art work, with a variety of developed ideas.
Students will be expected to participate in written work 
and use ICT.
Students will explore art through the eye of the camera 
and other light-based media, understanding concepts 
such as form, light, tone, mass, dynamics, atmosphere, 
mono-tone, colour, texture, viewpoints and composition. 
They will use some of their drawing and painting skills to 
help present their portfolio. 

Each project will result in a final response, demonstrating 
understanding and the ability to explore and present a 
given theme.

Qualification:
Their portfolio is worth 60% of their qualification.
Students will sit an exam, in the spring of Year 11. This is 
worth 40% of the qualification.

Business Studies (Edexcel GCSE 
Business Studies)
Business Studies encourages students to be inspired 
and challenged by a wide range of successful businesses 
and entrepreneurs. This course offers students a unique 
opportunity to discover the key principles behind 
starting up and running a business. In addition students 
will explore the ever changing external environments 
businesses are operating in.

GCSE Business Studies will enable students to: . Investigate and analyse real business opportunities 
and issues to develop depth and breadth of 
understanding of business. . Develop as effective and independent students, and 
as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring 
minds. . Apply knowledge and understanding to 
contemporary business issues and to different 
types and sizes of businesses in local, national and 
global contexts. . Develop as enterprising individuals with the 
ability to think commercially and creatively to 
demonstrate business acumen, and draw on 
evidence to make informed business decisions and 
solve business problems.

Students will study two themes which will be externally 
examined at the end of two years: . Theme 1: Introduction to small business . Theme 2: Building a business

Students who successfully complete this course can 
progress to study A Level Business Studies and/or A 
Level Economics and then higher education. Alternatively, 
this course will provide students with a range of 
essential work-based transferable skills, highly valued by 
employers.
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Computer Science and IT

GCSE Computer Science
The qualification will build on the knowledge, 
understanding and skills already established through 
the Key Stage 3 curriculum. It will allow students to 
think about real world application of computing and 
gain valuable thinking and programming skills that are 
extremely attractive in the modern workplace. It will 
also provide students with a deep understanding of 
computational thinking and how to apply it through a 
chosen programming language. 

Component 1 Computer Systems
This component will introduce students to the Central 
Processing Unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, 
wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system 
security and system software.
Assessment - Exam Based (50% of final grade).

Component 2 Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming
Students will be introduced to algorithms and 
programming, learning about programming techniques, 
how to produce robust programs, computational logic, 
translators and facilities of computing languages and 
data representation. Students will become familiar with 
computing related mathematics.
Assessment - Exam Based (50% of final grade).

Component 3 Programming Project
Students will spend 20 classroom hours on a 
programming project. They need to analyse a task set 
by the exam board, design an algorithm to solve it and 
then create program code will provide a solution to the 
problems. They will test their solution at each stage and 
then evaluate the final product.
Assessment Compulsory element (externally verified, but 
no mark provided).

Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia
The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will equip 
learners with a range of creative media skills and provide 
opportunities to develop desirable, transferable skills 
such as research, planning and review and working with 
others.
The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will also 
challenge all learners encouraging independence and 
creativity and providing tasks that engage with all 
students.

R081 Pre-production skills
This unit will enable student to understand pre-
production skills used in the creative and digital media 
sector. It will develop their understanding of the client 
brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques 
that form part of the planning and creation process, as 
we well as understanding that planning is an essential 

part of working in the creative and digital media sector.
Assessment - one-hour and 30-minute written exam.

R082 Creating digital graphics
Students will look at why and how digital graphics are 
used in a range of different situations and the different 
types and file formats used for digital graphics. They will 
then be required to plan and create a digital graphic 
using a range of tools and techniques in various pieces of 
software.
Assessment - OCR set coursework assignment

R085 Creating a multipage website
This unit focuses on the purpose and features of 
multipage websites, devices that are used to access 
these and the methods of internet connections that are 
used. Students will then be required to create a suitable 
master page as a template and then use a range of tools 
and techniques in web authoring software to create a 
multipage website of their own.
Assessment - OCR set coursework assignment.

R087 Creating interactive multimedia 
products
This unit will enable students to understand the basics 
of interactive multimedia products for the creative and 
digital media sector. They will learn where and why 
interactive multimedia is used and what features are 
needed. It will enable students to interpret a client 
brief, and to use time frames, deadlines and preparation 
techniques as part of the planning and creation process 
when creating their own interactive multimedia product.
Assessment - OCR set coursework assignment.

Information Technology
A Level 2 Course in Information Technology will be 
offered, in addition to the above, which will develop 
students’ IT skills by building creative products and 
documents. These are key transferable skills required by 
employers and higher education.
Further details will be provided when exam board 
information is released.
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English Language and English 
Literature
English is a National Curriculum core subject and the 
higher grades are required for university entrance, 
further training and most jobs or professions. All 
levels involve a wide range of language skills in reading 
(including major works of literature), writing, speaking 
and listening. 
English literature involves the study of novels, plays and 
poetry. All students must study pre-twentieth-century 
writing, including Shakespeare.
All students will follow a syllabus which leads to 
both GCSE English Language and English Literature 
qualifications. There will be final examinations in both 
subjects.

GCSE Geography EDEXCEL B
Is this the right course for you? 
In order to answer this question, ask yourself what you 
enjoy most about studying geography. 
If you want to:  
Learn about and understand the world we live in, the key 
issues it faces in the 21st Century and your place within 
it. 
Develop skills that will help in other subjects and in 
employment, such as ICT, interpretation of maps, graphs 
and data, together with investigative skills (planning and 
completing fieldwork). 
Complete practical work away from the classroom.
Learn through investigating, not just through listening and 
reading.
 …..then this is the right GCSE course for 
you. 

Assessment 

Geography students must undertake field visits. The UK 
Geographical Issues component of the course includes 
compulsory fieldwork in both physical and human 
geography. 
 
Component 1: Global Geographical Issues 
(37.5% of GCSE. Exam: 1hr 30)
This will give you a sound understanding of important 
physical processes such as tectonic and atmospheric 
processes, climate change, development dynamics and the 
challenges of an urbanising world.  
 
Component 2: UK Geographical Issues (37.5% 
of GCSE. Exam 1hr 30)
This will examine key contemporary issues for the UK, 
its evolving human and physical landscapes. It includes 
coastal change and conflict, river processes and study of 
a major UK city. 
 
Component 3: People and Environment 

Issues (25% of GCSE. Exam 1hr 30) 
This is a decision-making exercise, in which you will study 
specific topics (the biosphere, deforestation and energy 
resources) in detail. Students are required to consider 
physical and human geography together, draw on 
information in the resource booklet and make reasoned 
justifications for proposed solutions.  
 
The new specification also maintains a strong emphasis 
on transferable skills to enable students to respond 
with confidence to the demands of undergraduate study 
and the world of work. These include problem-solving, 
ICT literacy, communication and collaborative problem-
solving.  

What can I do after I have completed the 
course?
In addition to giving an appropriate grounding for study 
at A Level, geography really is an education for life. 
Employers and universities value the broad range of 
transferable skills that geography delivers. geography 
is a ‘Russell Group subject’. A GCSE in geography is an 
excellent preparation for a career in planning, resource 
and environmental management. Many geographers also 
move into general management careers or branch out 
into journalism, banking, law or publishing. 
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Health & Social Care
BTEC Level 2 First  Award
This is a work-related course. Students learn by 
completing assignments based on realistic workplace 
situations and activities.  It prepares students for further 
education or training and employment in health, social 
care or early years sectors. 
Candidates will study the following 3 units:  . Human Lifespan Development  . Health and Social Care Services and Values  . Health and Wellbeing

Scheme of Assessment
Health and Wellbeing is externally assessed. All other 
units are internally assessed through coursework.

History
Students who opt for a course of study in history to 
GCSE will develop a wide range of skills.  The syllabus 
explores two broad areas: ‘Understanding the Modern 
World’ and ‘Shaping the Nation’. 
The first part of the ‘Understanding the Modern World’ 
section will examine a country in depth over a period 
of 50 years and the second part will examine conflict 
and tension in a wider world context, including how and 
why conflict arose, what the consequences were and the 
roles of the nations and states involved.
In the ‘Shaping the Nation’ course, students will study 
events and developments which have shaped the United 
Kingdom over a long sweep of time. The British study 
will also include the study of an historic environment, for 
instance a medieval castle.
This course will develop pupils’ skills in handling 
information, various methods of communication (e.g. 
written, numerical, spoken, display), and their ability to 
make informed judgements based on evidence. Such skills 
will stand them in good stead when they leave school for 
work or further education.
Students will generally have the opportunity to visit a site 
of historical importance. In the past this has been related 
to either the Holocaust or the Battlefields of the First 
World War. In previous years, we have taken students 
to Belgium and France to visit historical sites connected 
to the First World War as well as the D-Day landing 
beaches, Munich, Nuremburg and Dachau concentration 
camp to remember the Holocaust and develop an 
understanding of Nazi Germany.
The GCSE course provides students with a useful 
level of historical understanding in addition to a range 
of transferable skills. GCSE History is highly regarded 
by colleges and employers and is useful to support 
applications for a variety of career routes.

The course comprises of two units: . Unit One: Understanding the Modern World:  USA 
1920-1973 and Conflict and Tension 1918-1939 . Unit Two: Shaping the Nation:  The Normans and 

Britain: Power and the People
Both units are assessed through examinations which 
will be taken after two years of study.  There is no 
coursework element for this subject.

Mathematics 

All students in the school study mathematics. The course 
in Years10 and 11 leads to the GCSE examination. 
The syllabus content is prescribed by the National 
Curriculum document and students will receive a grade 
between 9 and 1. The course is linear and involves three 
written examinations. 
A good pass in mathematics is a vital qualification, so 
students will concentrate their efforts on achieving a 
grade 5 or better in mathematics, if at all possible.
Students sit the examinations at the end of year 11. The 
examinations take place in May/June.  

Students are encouraged to develop: . a positive attitude to mathematics, including 
confidence, enjoyment and perseverance; . an ability to think mathematically - precisely, 
logically and creatively; . a willingness and ability to work independently and 
co-operatively; . an ability to apply the mathematics which they 
learn to real-life situations.

Students will need their own scientific calculator and 
geometrical equipment. Parents should be aware that 
this equipment will not be provided by the school in 
examinations.

Media Studies
Why choose media studies?
Media studies will give you an excellent opportunity 
to understand how the media works. You will study a 
broad range of media including television episodes, film 
posters, adverts, magazines, video games, news and music 
videos. You will learn how they are constructed and how 
to analyse and explore these texts using specific media 
vocabulary. This is an excellent opportunity for anyone 
who is interested in a career in the media or any related 
subject such as English, geography, history, information 
technology, art, drama or design.
Where will it lead?
The subject could lead to a career in media, journalism, 
photography, film, radio, television or public relations. 
What will you do?
In addition to learning about how the media works, you 
will also gain practical skills which include: digital filming 
and editing using iMovie and Final Cut Pro on the iMac 
computers; still photography and how to create print-
based texts using ComicLife and Photoshop. You will use 
these skills to plan, produce and present your own media 
texts, for example a sequence from a television show; a 
website; a music video; a print-based advert for a new  
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film or a print or online magazine.
How will you be assessed?
The course is 30% coursework and 70% examination. You 
will produce one practical production for a particular 
audience along with an explanation of the process.  In the 
exam, you will be asked to respond to audio-visual and 
print-based resources from a set topic.

Modern Foreign Languages
Students will study to GCSE the modern foreign language 
they are currently studying in KS3. Throughout the GCSE 
course, they will learn to communicate in a wide range 
of authentic situations. Students will develop and display 
their competence in the four skills of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. They will read authentic texts in the 
target language, listen to dialogue, conduct conversations 
and learn to create and write their own text throughout 
the course.
Among the various  topic areas covered are: . Identity and Culture - Including, free time and 

hobbies,  sports, technology, general hobbies, 
relationships and issues.  . Local, National and Global Issues - social and 
environmental concerns, charity, homelessness and 
poverty, heath, home town and travel and tourism. . Current and Future Study and Employment - 
school life, study plans, jobs and employment.

Skills acquired will be tested at foundation or higher 
level, and students are able to choose the level of entry, 
depending upon their strengths. (The higher level course 
covers all the grammar necessary to enable students 
to go on to pursue the language at A Level.) GCSE 
examinations takes place at the end of year 11.
A language qualification has benefits in both employment 
and leisure, and is considered highly desirable for those 
intending to continue their education to university level, 
and for those intending to teach in primary schools.
Students will, wherever possible, have the opportunity 
to visit the target language country in order to gain a 
deeper appreciation of the language as spoken.
Students will need a bilingual dictionary in the relevant 
language.

Music
GCSE Music is for anybody who is interested in the 
subject. You do not have to be a practising musician in 
order to enjoy and succeed on the course, though if you 
can play an instrument at the start of the course, then 
you are likely to do better at the end. Candidates will be 
examined in: . Understanding Music: 40% . Performing Music: 30% . Composing Music: 30% 
Hard work and commitment are required throughout 
the course (especially if you cannot play an instrument at 

the end of Year 9).
The course is a sound basis for those wishing to study 
music beyond GCSE, as well as for those who wish to 
work in the music business. In addition, students who 
wish to enjoy music as a hobby will find the course 
(especially playing and composing) stimulating. Equally 
important is the fact that a qualification in music is 
useful to anybody applying for a job or a place in further 
education, where evidence of a broad-based education is 
desirable.             

Physical Education
At Key Stage 4 all students will enjoy a minimum of two 
lessons per fortnight of Physical Education (PE).
Core PE will include team games as well as individual 
activities, which are designed not only to fulfil the 
National Curriculum requirements but to present 
students with opportunities that are both satisfying and 
enjoyable. They will be able to develop and enhance their 
skills over a wider spectrum, as coach and official as well 
as player, and to appreciate the role of exercise in order 
to be able to enjoy a fit and healthy lifestyle.
This broad curriculum is also designed to introduce the 
students to leisure pursuits that can become lifetime 
interests. The activities are taught in both single sex and 
mixed groups as appropriate. Participation and having the 
necessary kit are fundamental requirements if progress is 
to be made.
Students may opt to study a Level 2 qualification. Those 
who are interested should include Sport among their 
preferences on the GCSE section of the option form. All  
courses followed will involve theoretical study, course 
work and a written examination as well as practical 
activities. 
Participation during lessons and bringing in kit on a 
regular basis are essential, as is attending extra-curricular 
activities.

Science
All the science courses seek to stimulate interest by 
integrating the social, economic and environmental 
contributions of the subjects with an emphasis on 
problem-solving activities. 
Students at Harton will study the new 2016 Edexcel 
GCSE Combined Science course in Years 10 and 11. This 
route is a double award qualification (two GCSE passes) 
compatible with the English Baccalaureate. The scheme 
of assessment for this new GCSE qualification is 100% 
examination-based with scores from six one-hour papers 
added together to give two overall grades.
A selected group of students will be offered the 
opportunity to opt to study the new 2016 Edexcel 
GCSE Physics, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Biology 
qualifications as a triple award course, i.e. three separate 
GCSE passes. The scheme of assessment for these new 
GCSEs is again 100% examination-based with scores 
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from two one-hour and 45-minute papers added 
together to give a  grade per GCSE.
This is a highly demanding route to follow and learners 
must ensure they are fully committed to the pathway 
before accepting any invitation offered. Students not 
showing the correct commitment may be dropped into 
the Combined Science pathway before the course has 
been completed.
All examinations for both Science pathways take place in 
the summer of year 11.

Social & Cultural Studies
(including PSHE Programme) 
together with Religious Studies 
and Citizenship
This programme is intended to develop personal, moral, 
social and health-related understanding, and to prepare 
students for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of adult life. The four-hours-per-fortnight 
time slot delivers the statutory religious education 
requirement for all students.
All students will take a full RE GCSE following the 
EDEXCEL B syllabus. 
This course involves studying challenging and relevant 
topics including Religion and Ethics and Peace and 
Conflict. Students will cover issues including marriage 
and the family, contraception, capital punishment, and the 
treatment of criminals.
The course is examined with two final written 
examinations, and contributes to the citizenship element 
of the curriculum as well as the PSHE programme, 
covering some health-related issues and some SRE topics.

Technology
Students may choose from the following range of exciting 
new courses: . OCR Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in 

Engineering Design . OCR Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in 
Systems Control in Engineering  . GCSE Design Technology (specialising in either 
Product Design or Textiles) . GCSE Art and Design Textiles . NCFE Level 2 V Cert Certificate in Food and 
Cookery . NCFE Level 2 V Cert Certificate in Creative Craft 
(working with wood, metal and plastic) . NCFE Level 2 V Cert Certificate in Graphic Design

These courses are all equivalent to GCSE and will be 
certificated on the 1-9 scale.
In each of the design and technology subjects students 
will be expected to organise and plan effectively aspects 
of a design and technology activity, and to combine their 
designing and making skills to produce quality products.

General Information
As a forward-thinking department, we make full use of 
the most advanced computer technology and equipment. 
CAD/CAM (computer aided design and computer 
aided manufacture) features strongly in all the design 
technology subjects. Students can access extra help and 
support in all design technology areas during lunchtimes 
or at 3:15 pm. The school VLE site can also be accessed 
at any time and is an extremely useful support tool. 
Support classes will run at 3:15 pm to ensure work is up 
to date and produced to the highest possible standards.

OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National 
Certificate in Engineering Design
Why choose it at KS4?
Engineering Design is suitable for students interested 
in the processes involved in engineered products and 
the requirements of a design specification. Through 
research and practical activities, students will understand 
how market requirements and opportunities inform 
client briefs and will use practical skills such as drawing, 
computer modelling and model making to communicate 
ideas.
What is it all about?
Students will learn the processes involved in designing 
new engineered products. The qualification will also 
encourage them to consult with a client and, with its 
practical focus, they will produce, test and evaluate a 
prototype in the form of a model.  A practical approach 
to teaching and learning will provide students with 
knowledge in engineering technology and develop critical 
thinking, creativity and dextrous skills through engaging 
practical experiences.
How are students assessed?
Learners will complete four units (one one-hour exam 
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and three internally assessed assignments) spread across 
the two year course. 
R105 Design Briefs, design specifications and user 
requirements (one-hour exam 25% of final grade)
R106 Product Analysis and research (internally assessed 
assignment - 25% of final grade)
R107 Developing and presenting engineering designs 
(internally assessed assignment - 25% of final grade)
R108 3D design realisation (internally assessed 
assignment - 25% of final grade)

OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National 
Certificate in Systems Control in Engineering
Why choose it at KS4?
Systems control in engineering is suitable for students 
interested in how systems are used in a range of 
engineering environments such as product design, 
automated manufacturing including programming, 
maintenance and stock control. They will also take part 
in practical tasks such as producing and programming 
electronic circuits, testing the operation of circuits, and 
designing and testing a simple control system. 
What is it all about?
Students will develop knowledge and understanding 
of the design, simulation and testing of electrical and 
microprocessor/microcontroller control systems and 
consider how a systems design problem is best solved 
through the use of appropriate sensors, transducers 
and programmable devices. Students will test the 
performance of their design systems and be able to 
transfer their program to a programmable device such as 
logic or interface controllers. This option would be suited 
to students with an interest in product engineering, 
civil, mechanical and electrical engineering as well as 
an interest in microprocessor control and computer 
programming. It has strong links with mathematics and 
physics applying the skills of these subjects to a practical 
situation. It can assist students who expect to pursue 
mathematics and physics at A level.
How are students assessed?
Learners will complete four units (one one-hour exam 
and three internally assessed) spread across the two year 
course. 
R113 Electronic principles (one-hour exam - 25% of final 
grade)
R114 Simulate, construct and test electronic circuits 
(internally assessed assignment - 25% of final grade)
R115 Engineering applications of computers (internally 
assessed assignment - 25% of final grade)
R116 Process control systems (internally assessed 
assignment - 25% of final grade)

GCSE Design Technology (specialising in 
either Product Design or Textiles)
Why choose it at KS4?
GCSE Design Technology is suitable for students who are 
passionate about designing and making, enjoy problem 
solving and being creative whilst learning new techniques 

and skills. It will prepare them for further study and 
employment within a wide range of related industries.
What is it all about?
Students will learn about the world of materials and 
design and take on the role of a designer; developing 
problem solving skills, researching, designing and creating 
products. Students will express their ideas creatively 
recording their thoughts and ideas using a range of 
methods. They will be expanding their portfolio of 
practical techniques and creating a prototype for a 
specific purpose.
How are students assessed?
Leaners will complete a NEA (non-exam assessment) 
50% based on a ‘Contextual challenge’ which will involve 
producing a working prototype and a portfolio of 
evidence.
One two-hour written exam 50%: Section A: Core 
technical principles (20 marks) Section B: Specialist 
technical principles (30 marks) Section C: Designing and 
making principles (50 marks)

GCSE Art and Design Textiles
Why choose it at KS4?
Art and Design Textiles is suitable for students who 
enjoy being creative, want to increase their practical 
skills and improve analytical, communication and research 
abilities. The skills gained make it a great complement to 
other subjects.
What is it all about?
Students will respond to the work of artists, designers 
and themes. Experiment and create ideas using a range 
of textiles and mix media techniques including printing, 
felting, dyeing, embroidery, fabric manipulation, beading 
and many more. Design and make a final textile piece.
How are students assessed?
Component 1 – Portfolio of work 60% in which learners 
will present evidence of skills to cover four assessment 
criteria from initial ideas through to the completion of 
the final product
Component 2 - A 10-hour supervised examination 40% 
to produce a practical outcome 

NCFE Level 1/2 V Cert Certificate in Food 
and Cookery
Why choose it at KS4?
Food and Cookery is suitable for students interested 
in different cooking techniques and methods. It will 
particularly appeal to students who are looking for a 
course that is practical in nature and will prepare them 
for further study and employment within a wide range of 
related industries.
What is it all about?
It is an exciting and creative course which focuses on 
practical cooking skills. Students will understand the 
importance of preparing and storing food, equipment and 
utensils; factors that affect food sources and choices, the 
requirements of a healthy diet and how to change recipes 
to make them healthier. 
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How are students assessed?
Learners will complete four units (one two-hour exam 
and three internally assessed) spread across the two year 
course. 
Unit 01 Preparing to cook (internally assessed 
assignments - 25% of final grade)
Unit 02 Understanding Food (internally assessed 
assignments - 25% of final grade)
Unit 03 Exploring balanced diets (two-hour exam - 25% 
of final grade)
Unit 04 Plan and produce dishes in response to a brief 
(internally assessed assignments - 25% of final grade)

NCFE Level 2 V Cert Certificate in Creative 
Craft (working with wood, metal and plastic)
Why choose it at KS4?
This course is suitable for students who enjoy practical, 
rather than theoretical learning and who want to 
develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of 
woods, metals and polymers (plastics). It will particularly 
appeal to learners who are looking for a course that 
combines skills and knowledge, investigating enterprise 
opportunities and designing and making products. It will 
prepare them for further study and employment within a 
wide range of related industries.
What is it all about?
This course is all about using your creativity to turn 
design ideas into finished products by developing and 
using appropriate technical skills. Students will learn 
how to respond to a design brief, work to a budget and 
timescale. Researching and understanding current market 
trends, making, promoting and marketing your products 
effectively is a main theme. 
How are students assessed?
Learners will complete four units (one 10-hour 
supervised exam and three internally assessed) spread 
across the two year course. 
Unit 01 Explore craft and enterprise skills (internally 
assessed assignments - 25% of final grade)
Unit 02 Research and develop design ideas for craft 
items  (internally assessed assignments - 25% of final 
grade)
Unit 03 Respond to a craft brief (30 hour supervised 
exam - 25% of final grade)
Unit 04 Produce final craft work (internally assessed 
assignments - 25% of final grade)

NCFE Level 2 V Cert Certificate in Graphic 
Design
Why choose it at KS4?
This qualification is designed for learners wishing to 
gain an understanding of the graphic design industry 
and develop the basic skills across a range of areas 
within the subject. Students who are interested in using 
graphics based materials in a practical and imaginative 
way, in the context of marketing and promotion. Students 
will explore a range of media and materials and build a 
portfolio of ideas.
What is it all about?
Design briefs will be set that encourage students to 
explore imaginative and creative solutions to problems 
set in the world of advertising, illustration, printing, 
interior design and product design. Communication 
techniques will include sketching, 3-dimensional model 
making, presentation drawing, technical illustration, 
computer graphics and web design. The further study 
of graphic products can lead to careers in graphic 
design, product or interior design, desk top publishing, 
advertising and promotion.
How are students assessed?
Learners will complete four units (one 10-hour exam 
and three internally assessed) spread across the two year 
course. 
Unit 01 Understand graphic processes, materials and 
techniques (internally assessed assignments - 25% of final 
grade)
Unit 02 Research sources of ideas in a graphic design 
context  (internally assessed assignments - 25% of final 
grade)
Unit 03 Develop ideas and graphic solutions (Externally 
assessed 10 hour exam - 25% of final grade)
Unit 04 Plan, produce and present final graphic design 
work (internally assessed assignments - 25% of final 
grade)
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MAIN PATHWAY
English 
Lang.

English 
Lit. Maths

Dual 
award 

Science

Social and 
Cultural 
Studies

Physical 
Education

Bacc 
option ICT

2 further 
option 
choices

Hours per 
fortnight 4 3 8 9 4 3 5 4 10

BACCALAUREATE PATHWAY
English 
Lang.

English 
Lit. Maths

Dual 
award 

Science

Social and 
Cultural 
Studies

Physical 
Education

Bacc 
option MFL

2 further 
option 
choices

Hours per 
fortnight 4 3 7 9 4 3 5 5 10

TRIPLE SCIENCE PATHWAY
English 
Lang.

English 
Lit. Maths Separate 

Sciences

Social and 
Cultural 
Studies

Physical 
Education

History or 
Geography MFL

1 
option 
choice

Hours per 
fortnight 4 3 9 12 4 3 5 5 5

OPTION BLOCKS
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4

MAIN
Geography

History
Computer Science

Engineering
Design Textiles

Food and Cookery
Graphic Design

iMedia
Music

Product Design
Photography

Art
Business Studies

Child Development
Geography

Health & Social Care
Photography

Physical Education
Travel & Tourism

Is used for the extended 
teaching time needed in 

IT and Maths

EBACC
Geography

History
French
Spanish

Computer Science
IT

Music
Product Design

Photography
Systems Control

Art
Business Studies

Media
Geography

Physical Education

SCIENCE
Geography

History
French
Spanish

Computer Science
IT

Music
Product Design

Photography
Systems Control

Is used for the extended 
teaching time needed in 

Science and Maths



16

SCHOOL ADDRESS
LISLE ROAD
SOUTH SHIELDS 
NE34 6DL

TEL: 0191 427 4050
FAX: 0191 427 1478 

WEB: www.hartonacademy.co.uk 
E-MAIL: headteacher@hartonacademy.co.uk

YOUR 
OPTIONS 
CHOICES
2018 - 2020

CAREERS 
EDUCATION 
INFORMATION 
ADVICE AND 
GUIDANCE 
PROGRAMME
This comprehensive programme is aimed at 
equipping students with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to enable them to recognise and achieve 
their educational, personal and vocational potential 
and to manage their transition from KS3 to KS4 & 5 
and then beyond, whether it is into higher education 
or employment.  All students are involved in: . A planned careers education programme 

throughout the Key Stages.
 . Individual support from our own Student 

Progression Manager.
 . Access to information about the ‘world of 

work’ and all the various pathways open to 
the students at the end of Year 11, including 
sixth form, college and apprenticeships.

 . Participation in the school’s work-related 
learning curriculum, including work 
experience with a local employer.

HELP
So there is a lot to think about… . Ask for help.

 . Stick with your decisions.
 . Work hard in ALL your subjects!

OPTIONS CHOICES
Parents contacting the school about OPTIONS 
CHOICES should in the first instance email Mr 
Owens (powens@hartonacademy.co.uk) with their 
question and a contact number. Mr Owens will try 
to get back to you within 24 hours. 

SUBJECT SELECTION
For advice regarding SUBJECT SELECTION and 
other careers information, please contact 
Mr Joyce, the Student Progression Manager. He is 
available on 0191 427 4050 ext. 336.


